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Praise for Madagascar:"A collection to be held up as evidence that the short story not only endures

but also flourishes."&#151;Booklist, starred review"Steven Schwartz's masterly Lives of the Fathers

mines our deepest feelings toward parents, time, memory, and forgiveness."&#151;Chicago

Tribune"Schwartz delineates with admirable and diverting finesse the timeless spectacle of parents

and offspring locked in tenderly shattering combat."&#151;Publishers Weekly"These eight stories

reveal Schwartz's remarkable ability to create a range of very believable characters."

&#151;Publishers Weekly From Nelson Algren Award for Short Fiction and O. Henry Prize winner

Steven Schwartz comes this indispensable collection spanning nearly four decades of artistic

mastery. These compelling, deftly crafted narratives about fathers and sons, loss and separation,

sorrow, comic happenstance, and the vagaries of romantic and familial love offers a resonating

testament to the depth and promise of human connection.Steven Schwartz is the author of two

novels and three collections of short stories. A two-time recipient of the Colorado Book Award for

Literary Fiction, he has also received the Nelson Algren Award from the Chicago Tribune, the

Cohen Award from Ploughshares, the Sherwood Anderson Prize, two O. Henry Prize Story Awards,

and a National Endowment for the Arts Fellowship. He teaches in the Warren Wilson MFA Program

for Writers and is Professor Emeritus of English at Colorado State University.
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There are three main reasons to read this book.1. As I have written elsewhere, Steven Schwartz is

among the finest short story writers working today. I know that contention is often made but with



Schwartz there really is no other way to say it. His characters are complex and his prose and tone,

unlike so much that is published today, is never elf-like and precious. His stories hit you hard in the

chest the way stories are supposed to.2. It contains new stories.3. It contains some masterful old

stories that are difficult to track down anywhere else, such as "To Leningrad in Winter," and

"Madagascar," which can fairly be compared to the best of Malamud. The only thing this book lacks

is Schwartz' other stories. Someday there needs to be a COMPLETE collection, but until such a

feast comes our way, we can happily sup on this fantastic book.
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